
 
 

 

 
 
 

Research and exploration 2012: Summary of key findings 
 

 
 

 
 
Methods: 
 
Monitoring current on generators at 8 Festivals (Ben Marchini, De Montfort University) 
Monitoring 73 systems over three years to establish day and night load. 
Anecdotal research from over 10 festivals 
Industry focus group – editing 
Power providers meeting 
 
Findings from 8 monitored generators: 
 
Current was monitored on 8 generator systems at 8 UK summer Festivals (2012) – please see Fig.1. It is recognised 
that this is a small sample, intended to be a ‘snapshot’ of loads. The findings are treated as indicative rather than 
conclusive of industry norms. 
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* Source: Ben Marchini, Institute for Sustainable Energy, De Montfort University. Methodology: Fuel saving presented as a 

%age based on analysis at quarter, half and three quarter loads from a sample of 8 generators monitored at 8 events in 
summer 2012. Fuel consumption derived from manufacturers and suppliers. Cost savings based on %ages of fuel savings based 
on a costs of £1/litre diesel. More detailed information about the analysis available on request. 

 



Fig. 1: Loads for 8 generators 
 

 
 
What does this mean? 
 

 

 

  

  
 

Fig.2: Load factor averages* 
 

 
 
*Based on monitoring of 73 power system at UK festivals  between 2009 and 2012. The power systems monitored include all 
types of end-use i.e. stages, traders and mixed use 
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Key findings: 
 

  

  
 
What does this mean? 
 
There may be opportunities to provide base loads at night using a secondary power source, which could result in 
lower emissions, and reductions in fuel consumption 
 
State of the market: Renewable Solutions 
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Feedback from renewable power suppliers on the employment of renewable solutions at outdoor events: 
 

  

  

  

  
 
Feedback from festival organisers on their perceived problems: 
 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  
 
Feedback from traditional diesel generator suppliers: 
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